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THE WHIPPDIG BOY. In a "lette r printed in this month 's Yours Sincerely, 
Mr. James Cook of w ... bley, s poJ'llar contributor t o our Nelson Lee 
Column, baa y01redito r on the carpet. As is vell-knovn, the Column is 
conducted by Jack Wood, vho has served us all loyally and nobly for a 
good IIIBIV years, wt Mr. Wood, being human (and a busy man,) is no more 
infallible than your edi t or. Last month, when it vas time to go to 
press , the Lee Col umn had not arrived. Inevitably , it was oor. I 
rushed a full-aiz ed reproducti on of Nelson Lee No. 1 into part c,C the 
space vhich the colllllll vould have occupied. I hoped that read ers 
would like it • 

Mr. Cook enquires vhether my complacency in stating that I had 
never been short of material included the Lee Column. I must confess 
that it did not. Articles intended fo r the various columns are passed 
on t o our columnists.- Mr. Cook, of course , means that, as editor, I 
should be prepared for ~ ... ergency, and I daresay he is right . 

I am asked to state definitely whether thi s emission of material 
in the Lee Col= is going to be a monthly hazard. I certainly hope not, 
but it is rash to make promises. After al l, one month I may be worried 
to death. . . 

Vi th re&ard to th e apology I made for the non-appearance of the 
revieve of the Serlon Blake novels, I did not make a similar. apology to 
our Loe tans, for the Lee Column actually appeared - albeit, with only 
----- .... -- - _, .. .. a. 



the picture of the Nelson Leo Library Ro, 1. In fact, I tholl4!ht it 
made a nice attractive pogo, didn 't you? 

THB AIIJIU.lL. J96J. I.est month I pranised to give you a peep into -
of the intriguing ilJ81'Edients which will make up ·this year's MlllllAL. 
So hare we go, but remaiber , it'a only a preliminary peep, 

One of our finest writers - ROGBR JlllllIIIS - is beck this yesz 
vi th a ba:lg. His article "VAllliTIONS ON A TllJ!MI" is a superb piece 
of work in which every reader will revel, 

An expert on the early llagnot, and writer of maey faecinating 
articles in the paet, is J, B1!EIIZI Bl!Nl'LEY, whose article on i'IWIK 
lltlGl!NT is sure ly the best thing he h88 ever done for the Annual, 

BRIAN IX)JIB strikes a new note vi th "Tl!RroGI! TIIB lBAllS VITI! 
' ClllllS'" SDd GBRALD ALLISON turns the spotlight on llicllllal Crompton 1s 
lovnbl e character in his delightf'ul article "RlBIYlll WILLIAJII, • 

TOM HOPPERTON brings us "BY ANY (YrlllR NJIU!", a study of Hamilt on
ian nomenclature vhich is canpletely fascinating, and R, J, GOISAVE 
takes a l ook at a ,..;markable Nelson Loe charncter "THI BLAlXW:lLF," 

Ol'TO MAURER is back again this year vi th a l ovely pi ece of whimsy 
entitled "lil!AT IS GOSSAl!BR?" 

A popular i tEJn last year was "No &d in Sight" SDd plenty of 
readers have asked for furthor adventures of Mr. :atddlo and Meredith, 
These tvo charncters rill be back again in a br.md new adventure in 
t his year's Annual, 

No rcan for more this month, Next month ve shall lift · the cw-
tain still furth er . In th e meantime, don 't miss your Annual for 1961, 
Send in your ordor f orm before mid-November, 

TIIB BDITOR, 

• • • * • • * * * 
'aNTBD: "Coll ectors • Miscellani es •. Volumes or odd copios, "Sons of 
Britannia" and "Boys' Standard. 
TOM HOPPBRTON, COORl'LAND'I, rux.FORD PARK, SCARllOROUCII. 

1011 SALE: 17 Rovere betveen 697/939. 12 Adventures between S:>1/925, 
8 Cl\ampions between 8 14/916. 5 Pilots between 14/20. 32 Wizards between 
664/ff76. 15 Hotspll'S between 61/,14 , 58 Skippers betvoen 316/4 93, 
All dates between 1934/1940. 1/- each plus post. S.A.B, please 
stating wants. C. CHllllCIIILL, 53 UliIOH ROAD, BXlfJ'BR. 

MOIBR!; BOYS for s ale. All in mint condition . About 140 copies. 
c. Ll'l'TBI, 'Z7 llllil'HIIR ex.am, mGSWOOD, BIIISTOL. 



p u c K ICING OF THE COMICS 
By 'i . O. G. Lofts 

A vritor stated some years ego that ' PUCK' was the king of 
comics; Bild although t hi s pointllll\Y bo quest ioned by some collect ors , 
I can well remecber having this icpro ssion when a child. In my days of 
comic reading I alwnys rogard ed ' PUCK' with somo sort of awe. It seClllod 
t oo adult in mat erial for my childish tastes , and yet , when I had grown 
out of tho comic stage, Bild passed on to boys ' papers , ' Puck' s till re
mained in my ma:iory as a typo of comic to cater f or the cuch olde r group 
of comic readors . 

fut wbother 'FUCK' was adult in material or not , i t 1:111,Y ooce as 
a groat surprise t o many readers t o l oarn that whon too first issue of 
' Puck' appeared on July 30th, 1904, it was not intend ed to cat er for th e 
juveni l e lllQl'kot at all. 

Pri ced One Pency - The Rev Humorous Paper f or Ha:ie - was how t he 
first mmber was described . Its editorial on pego 2, boasted that it 
was t he first =ber of the very first coloured comic paper, which wM 
not tru e at o.11! In fact t ho very first coloured comic bad appeared 
soo:o seven years earlie r in 1897, vbon the titl e of this J"blicat i on was, 
aptl,Y enough, 'TIIB COLOURED COMIC', 

1 
I ac most fortunat e enough to have 
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the first issuo in my collection of canic po.pers. 
Number One of 'PUCK' bad on its front page a coloured comic 

strip entitled ' The Comic Adventures of Olive r Tvist and the Artful 
Dodger' whilst the already centioned editorial vns entitled ' My Busy 
Day•. Also on this page was a painting competition i n which children 
were i nvi t ed to compete as well 3S gro wnup, . 

Pago 3 had a story with tho title of ' The Man with t he Woird 
Eyes •, (a mystery of Paris), whilst this page also contained a col umn 
writ t en by th o office boy called 'Bones t o Pick ' by John Jones (chief 
Office Boy). The centre Jl080S which wore coloured were ful l of Ca:L'

t oons , and on Pages 6 and 7 there vns another anonymous story in serial 
f om with t he title of 'Crus oe and Co.• Pages 8 and 9 vcro ful l of 
black and white cartoons, whilo t page 10 had a most llll!USing story en
titl ed "Miss Meokin's Boarders" or Sidelights of t he life of some o f 
Bloomsbury's Paying Guests. This page also includ ed 'Pickwick ' s Club' -
or n phil osoph,y at th e cabmon • s rost - written by ooo of t he Viet orion 
Sexton Bl ako writers 'Poul Herring .• The editor of 'PUCK' must have 
favoured Charles Dickens ' work. POi!8 11 had a ccmplet e story 'The 
Cross Channel Boat' - by II. Pet t Ridge, whilst to complete a bunpe r 
pennyworth of ' PUCK• , page 12, tho last in colour , fenturod a comic 
strip of 1Prcfessor Radium' th e Sciontificman. 

No. 2 of ' PUCK' featured Professor Radi= on t he front page , 
but shortly aftor t his number, the covc,r was devoted for a time, to a 
full si ze picture-type cartoon in colour. Authors ' lllll!les were given 
to the stories, and they cont ained such well-known Sext on Blake authors 
as ' Bobort l!ui-rey ', ' Cecil lleyt er ', ' Noman M. Goddard' and ' David 
Goodwin. ' Apart fra:, t hese , one fi nds the nams of th e creator of 
' Raffles ' - E. II. Hornung • and E. Burrows, Foste r Boven, Tristam K. 
Monk, Ila:,: Doncrall , Frank Hovell Evans, · B. Newton Bungley , Herbert 
Compton, Ellis Ellson and many otbers. 

The issus of 'POCK' No. 11 cl ear ly proved that it was an adult 
publication as they includ ed n suppl eoont entitled ' POCK JUNIOR' , 
seve ral paees devoted specio.lly t o young peopl o. This was however 
dropped in No. 16 , nnd i t i s in my opini on that from this i sauo ' POCK' 
gradually changed fran on adult come paper t o the juvenile one we 
know so well . 

No. 21 introduced ' Johnny J ones and t ho Casoy Court Boys ' whon 
the l atte r charact ers which had bocane so f11:1aus in ' Chips' were prob
ably brought in to give the paper a boos t . These wero sti ll i n •POCK' 
in 1908, when the f lllllous serial •Bri t ain in Peri l • , a story of th e I n-
vasion of~land b;y GeIJll8&, and R\i!!Si'!J, was runni~• .. .,.,, • ., """"""""""" '~m,,,,m,., 
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Issues of wartime 1915 ' PUCK' showed it t o be definitely of a 

juveni l e fomat, It s front pege had 'The Kerry Pranks of Angel , Berti e 
8lld their friends the li t tl e Clowns' drawn by Bert Brown; tho doyen of 
coc>ic arti sts . Storie s i ncluded th e very famous 'Val Fox, t he boy 
Ventriloqui st Dotoctive 1 

- and a titl e of a story well -known t o us • 
' Boys will be lloys ' but written by Albert E. Bull - and not E. S. Turner. 
A school serial was running at this time 'Tho Boys who come out Top• by 
a mysterious author of th e DBl:!C of ' Marl< Winchester ', whilst another 
school yarn of St. Cuthberts School, written by a 'J ack Devon 1 , I 
suspec t hid the iden tity of Jack Lewis, t he Sexton Blake write r . This 
school story incidentally, was illustrat ed by Leonard Shields, the 
' l!agnet I artist, o.nd anoth er artist t o the fore was J. Louis St,ythe 
of ' Fun and Ficti on', 'Fire fl y' and ' Bullseye ' fome, Also of i nterest 
t o Sexton Bl ake fans was the Jl!llle of Coutt s Bri sbane (R. Coutts 
Amour) attac hed t o a delightf\Jl seri es of Nature stories. 'Puck' s ' 
Toy Model Series canpletcs roll8h]y the contents for 1915 when tho codel s 
at that period wore of a "'11'-like nature . liar trai ns eoing to Fight 
was jus t one of t hese. 

The year 1925 st ill featured Angel and her pleyl"1tes, whilst Val 
Fox was now joinod by his pets. Angel , I should say , was also feat
ured by the addi ti on of four comic animals tha t sewed to have boen 
'li i'b!d' out of 'TRE RAINIIOW' - Bert BIUin-.Eddy filepian t - Olly Ostrich -
Peter Pelican - with the additi on of two penguins - Popsy and Pansy. 

'Rob t he Rover' a pi cture s tri p was als o appearing at this t ime -
(so recently cent i oned by George Burgess in 'Yours Si ncere ly'), though 
at this period .'Rob, Dick and Old l&l' were going on a flight round t he 
wor ld . Canic strip, inclu ded such well - lmown favouri te s as ' Mike and 
fully ' - the two Kerry Mischiefs' 'Don, th e Merry Menagerie Man' 'Fun 
at Dr. Jolliboy 1s School' 'J olly Jinks in Jungle-land' with ' Charlie 
Croc' and ' Handy Boy Joe . • 

' Puck' 1343 dated .lpril 26th, 1930, still had Val Fox and Rob the 
Rover going strong when they were j oined by 'Rin-Tin-Tin I the wonder 
dog, and sto ries of Robin Hood, Angel and her merry playmates were 
s ti ll appearing , though now in the centre peges. 

The ~ti.me 'Puck ' in 1940 sti ll featured ' Rob the Rover' 1Rin
Tin-Tin ' and t he ever popular Val Fox, thcugh 'Edwin and F.dgar 1 - t he 
Terrible Twins - were now on the front page. Mey 11th brought the most 
t hrilling news to readers that 'Puck' next week joins 'Sl!nbeam and that 
•a fine free Glider will be gi ven aw.y t o every reader boy and girl 
who ~ it!" It was also suggested that when the readers had t i red 
?~~ with th e gli der, they mi§:!!t ~!.!.~ read the 'SUIIBIW!.' 
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So 'PUCK' , afte r appearing for over 35 years - passed into the 

graveyard of many othe r canic s in wartime - mainly due t o the sho rtage 
of pspe r, I do not known the circulation figures · of any given year -
th ough I doubt if they were SS high o.s 'THE RAINBO'i' and ' TICER TIM •s 
WEEKLY' , The fo rmer wss so rightly called by Len Packman, some years 
ago, ' the junior king of Comics.' 

I don I t class I PUCK I as one of my favourite childh ood comics, 
though many will remanber it w1 th great nostalgia and I do hope that 
thi n condensed article will arouse happy memories- of a day when 
~were~ and 'PUCK', t o many, wss King, 

!!!!!ml: •ttagneta" Nos. 1299-1J19, 1321-~. 1327, 1;129-}1, 1}.l4, 13.57, 1,Z., and 1350 
T193J); 1252, 125~1, 126J,,66, 1268-69 and 1275-96 (1932), <JI any bound vol -. ol 
pre-1934 • 11a&neta1'. (Boll'ld volt111 ot 1919 • Kagnec.st' Nos. 60i-6.SO Incl. ottered 1n n
lhqe; alao bo\lld vol umes of Creytrlart Herald (Nos. 51-100 Incl.) and 1Yomd. Bl"lta tn' 
(Nos. 1-126 Incl.) To coq>lete set and replace worn copies: •Chllll" volumea tor 
following years - 189}-1901 Incl., 1909, 1912, 191}, 1914, 1927, 1929, 1932 and 19}4. 
To ~let e set •cas,taln' ?Ol\bs JJJ, 47, llJ and 50. 
• • • •Hol ld«)t Annual' 1920. 

• •collectors• Dlcest Anlmal' No. 1 • 
AlBO wanted ton& runs or bomd TOl mes ot p~,rar •eotc,ure 'lfJsard' 'Slt1pper«' •PU.m 
F'\m•; Wodebou.e'a •A PNfect •• ~cJ.e•; Hadath•s •Gr1a Work at Bodland'S' and 1 1'be 
secr et or tbe CCd .. ; and pri.Mr,fdlt•ons r:{ ot aebool atcrtea b7 Cleaver, Havn t.on, 
Hadath, Bird or &1thors of alat 1'1ntaca W T. B. Reed or very ear1Y auUiors.) 
P1ea,e write, "ttb details and ~tees to; 
BRIA.N.OO;L£,,jCA!U:l:N FUT, .. 1, .N<Jt~ .. ROAD, LQH)CH, s.w.4. ............ _ ................. ., ....... , ..... , ............... . 

m:1e:•::: ~;:·~~~:·~! 474!'r.s;:s~~·~: ~t~j~~,N~!!•~ •~:~~t 
J~: I~: I'ol.i,1;!5~;{~~,.~~· 796, 788, 790, m . 196, 800, 802, so,. 80') , 811, so, 
tftS. J. PACI01AN, Z] ARCHD.UE ROAD, EJiST Dll.WICH, ~ . S.E.22 • . ~., ................. ~ .............. ~ ..................................................... _ ........ _ ...................... , .......................................................... -................. .,. ............ -
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
(IXHlll:11:p BT JACK l«Ja)) 

ST. FRANK'S RETURNS TO THE CONGO 
•Rtpp1.._,, )Upper, th.e JUlltor 1 '"'8.re•1 no ,ten of t.roublt out tbere,• cac:,tatn ot St, Frmk'a '"' not, as •l&ht -tt.ou speak.eat 1eaUrc11, N•Koae, ... be t ... tned, oom1t1ttng on the t•tltar ta.tber, ' rmblld lalost, 'But• IDllkt ta YI"' ot St . '"'*'' on a t int 1..-er not • tstatan. The OUrt tr l bt , wttb ,tt,e,. atc.emoon. WI people haYI h8d mch trot*Jlt ln tb t a, ... , ta t •t , 1tan1Hnc wtt.b put , are cm the .,.. ecatn, md If lllak t oilier ~mtor, ot Cbt f -,ua BU.IHI school Ulla • or 11r1terloua bll,pentn11 ln Che on tbe vtrandlb or the Res idency In Zenot>u, jql t bcJond th e Jtalala rlftr, ' ih • cap lul of tbt Ctntnl Afric an 8"t.e or •Well, th at t ot cen•t bt cen, I ... 

lu~tt• ..-, otber stat.ts In the Tut ;~ • ==1~; :!!: :"::!.0;=: ::;, hlnt..erlend of 1:bt conco, IIUtma wu t n llnc anot.ber •lsn. to tbt Cooco. Lc:nm.o and Che dr&Ulbt or ui, wlnt21 or ctwwe Whlcl\ bta alave-trlld lng ,~ MN &11 romdld 111> _.. bl a.tnc Q'ftr Central and SOUthll'TI or tllltd btton tb t CN•t nood llbtob Africa , and Hipper and hta cmpanton1 from connd tbe area Jlt\ere 1b1J bad btt:n wurtlnc st . f"NII*'•, with ,me ot th.etr girl dual the rw>ber PlMtat tona:.• tr<a ttoor v1 .. , bad ocm1 out to 7..enobu with. •wau, WIOtl 11>1akeat tnllf, o 1~ bl~ old trlend Ulloat , llrg of Chi "TOIOed one, bUt ont , Popodoa, Lorenso'• ur lutanaa , to •• at tlffl bend Wt wu Jl\ant , was MTer rotm,• nplled ~011 , b,applnt,c In Ole ooWltorT' • bid tor 1~ •tnt .., pteplt ttll • ot a.,., 9Dl'k1,-ptndenoe. Cl"IOt .,,ieru s In the bt nrt or UM jqlt •fltpptrcl ' Nl)tattd Nipper as bl be:rOM Cba Kalata "*'o lltl1' •ll bl ht.a. ' atood wac.cbt,c Ult c:ban,trc aetnt 1n t.bt SWtll , we shall see,• aatd Nelaoa atNeta btYond Ult ReatdenQ'. nw oolotr- Let, and u U t.o tcbo bl1 '90l'dl c.bG'e"" t\ll CZ"(IICI: , ,m tb t sieat,w, a,sterlous a ~ ecmott<ll In Cbl cr'Ollldl tn CIM ;f\l'lelt etm was not so TIJ7 tar IM37 f rCII at.Net bqond Utt R11ldenQ1 OOIIPOUDd, md a o,.1 to11, oent.N, nner ceased to Ur l ll Ult -' st.occend pas tile 1tntr')' a llldt bt.. d att.an.. -, to Cbe toot or the ••rand.ab, u be ... •wau, U)OU c>tekttt ... u, o rtllnllte,• the ll"'D'I> ot r11i.res wat.ohlnc bta. aald 1llloa1, lllbo wu wtib bt a JOllll trims, •N•swn ,• rlllbled t.llloa l, rUlnc to wtll!) cwm be bad bad 9BllJ adnnt.Ur11 tn bta t .et . qrtoua ports of lbt world. •sue • INkt It waa, lndffd , aie t ins or tbl ruiena • 1 W8l"D5 • tbat. all 11 tar tram .. 11 wltll • abler •lntst.1r lb> bad ataaend ahlmC.4d people , ..s t:MC. mcll blood will be ~ bl- t.o die toot or Ille Tennleh ttlt:N a orowd of fON PHOI ..,,... . . uo tttd Atr t oana pCbtnd roe.md to bear •Qttet, ,au 1~ or bllct ooeJ.,' pat mat bt had co sa,. Bat N•sma-.. noi b l 1 1n Lord DorrllllN, tlbo "61 wlt.b Nellon Lee UIUal abt t1'1 11U. Rt wa, cOTt:Nd In dUIC and u,,, ll"tc.ttb Rutdent , tr . Jobn Ntnw, and bl.a oloeb .. .,.. tom u lf bl bad oo,... •::•.:*::..::•111:: .. ;:...;•;;:1111:...:.•':...:111:.:•..;•;;: .. ;;;l;,........s.l>= == · - - -'-='-'!Ill=-- !J.~mll'#,Q' r.,o ,,.., 



lblosl , 
And .Ot tt oppeued from. hta ator')', 

he bad, RI told or a,sterloua bappenln&a 
In Ule IJ\torlor or tbe Jql.e 1 aod or 
tbree lllbltt men tllho were u.atnc the Oturt 
trlbeBIDtn on ,oc,e atrena • \D:largromct 
wort. lop In the ol d c.ons tti eN Nipper and 
Hancltor<h had once c:11 .. ed Lorw>ZO ancl hi s 
U euta'\an t Popodos betore tbe area, n ood. 

Anyone 1lbo m,maged to penetrate the 
ll.ll&le dlaoppesNld or d i ed 111J1torloua1Y 
on epproach lne the water s guarding t he 
coves . But a Jlutana t.rlbe .!CM had aranaced 
to escape and had bttn touu:1, 11'.haustld 
and CIY1ng, on tbe Kutona s id e or the r iver 
Kalala , by Htzure . 8etore ht died he hod 
managed to aasp out hl a story t o t1•2.uma. 
one ot tbe fllbttt men1 he said , MS th e 
s llD GNek , PopodOa ; the others ha dtd not 
know, but the)' appe3Nd to be in cbarKe or 
the norttncs In the caves . 

11weu , Professor , It looks as tt "' 
~ have to do a bit ot 1nn st1 1attna, 11 

obae M"ed Lord OorTtz.,ore , u he aid Helson 
Lee listened to H'zum&'s stor')' , 

•Yes,• replied Nelson Lee thoUght

tul]y. • I have heard atra,we NmOi.ra or 
IOIIE!One acttatln& th e Otur t to o.ausa 
trouble Jn tb e pollt loal stnalea lllbtcb 
are now attecttnr thta "1o l e continent, I 
have a strange ree ling In Ill' bones •••• •• • 

Page 9 

' Aft.er an ,• Lee ,ald to Lot'Ct 
Dofflmore , •we don't want t.roubl• l t we 
can avoid tt , end w certalfll.1 don•t wmlt 
tbt yoqattrs to run tnto great dl.llger .• 
Doff'lt •a rep)y was to UM e ffect that the 
10\l'\laten had been In plent y of <Smger 
on otber occa, lona lrld had come through 
•ltl>c<lt ban,. 

•we.r.era• H.andronb ' • ehou.t brat e 
Utt i.tnston a, the party neared tbetr 
obl t cUve . It 111&1 tb t ICAJ.ala r l'nr 1 bl &CK 
as ne r, and several or t he bOYa onc1 glrla - ·red .. they l ooked ......, ... tl>e dlamal 

looklrw rhar- to lobe r:Sant, nU - smelllnc 
lunal • bqond. 

As the pertJ hal ted on til e bonks or 
th t river tn a small cl eOl'tng, t h17 dld not 
reellH that th ei r prosre 11 Ma being 
,so.idled to-Oturl trlbtlmll'I hidd en tn th e 
trees beYond the r i ver. Cold , hatt tul 
eyu , bale tUl wi th thl tbol.lght. or re venge 
over their ltutano. enecte, . The party • s 
f uture looked catnoua , Indeed. 

Art.er Hat ir. tbe w.ater to make sure 
that It waa not electrlfltd , as It h.t 
been on a pr evtoua occuton , Nelson Lee 
Md his PQrt.1 crossed the r tv e.r by means 
ot a rope br i dl e '*1lch tbq ali.q across 
th e Uteleaa 1111aters. 1'hougb DJl"llm"lnga 
or di squie t Mme r roa thttr At rt Cllfl coi:r
pantons , t.bloat rallied ht1 cot:1>,Qtrlots , 
im.1 the prcgre,a con tt nuOd. 

As Uley penetrated tarth Er Into Che 

1 "'* later , a Part.Y ot DJropeona JW'ltle , they beaen t o t eel mre &rd more 

ond Atr tcan, could be seen msrcbing tbrough :ti.ut tn . Apart t rom the IOt.n:I o r th e ir 

the tanct ed Ji.mgle, hacking their llllY ON'I alow progress the re wu an wiusual 

through Ult encroach ing tendrtl a ot th e allalee, a brooding atl tnce ind tca tlvo 

thick tl'ldergrolWth u they t orced their 1'U.Y ot bkkl tn trouble t o OOCil?. OnJ.y U:aloa t • a 

onward. 11w Elroptans were Nelson Lea , eyea altstaned wttb tht t.hJughta d battle 

Lord DorTICKJre, Md t be bo71 ot St . and U\e devas t ati on llt\lch he " oul d wre ak 

rran1t•a end th eir gtrl ehms who had wlth hl a bel oved s pear. 

tlat. 11 re tmed to bt left behind . 1be trouble ceDt 11.ddenl.Y and m-

Tbt Uric.ans wen lut.ana trl beamn , qpectedl.1 . Horde s ot 11111~ Oturla 

and wtth thez:1 wu tM 1tsnc. Qaloa t , wtio aurTOUnded Ute party, a.rd before the 

aeemd to be tbrtvtna on the prospec t or Kutanaa knew Mint had ha.ppenecl they ball 

the bl oodshed rcretold by hla •ane.ke,• been disarmed . '!b e BrlC.l lh party •• 

tb t part.J was 8l'Dtd In vtew or th e c:tanaer, t.hrollin tnto teq>erarJ contu., ton, lm&bl& 

&bead. to UM weapons tn ib • generel meue , f.lJ1 

It had been Nt UOD Lee•, Idea to tb1Y weN qulS.17 O'Ylr'PCl'Mred b7 llfllllO'lt 

s in th e party at leut an outW"ard ot n\albers , Md eopttred , 

appearance or an ord1Ml7 •tart, 1n th e 'lbe yelling , t r lUlll)hant Ot ur-1 forced 

hoi,o that , It a., ~1ur 1oua P"oPl e on Ibo - to wallt along Ille roUl)I "'"'* CllroUCh 

otber side or til e lalal.4 lwtard ot c.be• tbey the Jtmcl• and almost before tlle Y Jmew l t 

WOUld aere lY think ot thea u a bWltt ng tlM!J entered a thrt•l n& llttl t C()tll'lah1p, 

.. u11ed It Ion_ loolctng .. t<r .. •l•pllanf•· "'""""'-""""'"" __ .... ,.- ................................... _ .............................................. . 
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J.a thef were broucht to a halt outatd e 
Chi Jarge,t (llllttlllng , a apralltlln& bu'\galOW 

wUb well-oulttTated get"denl outstdt tt , 
Ntt.on Lee and bta cmp,anton1 mntllld 
at this 1.l)U,-Cted stsht ln U>I a tddl t of 
1111 -tnll>l• 111111•. 

fl'III Oturt IUCktenlY becme sil ent. 
A csocr en to the verardli\ or tb.t blrlealow 
QPtoed am thrff .. •'81>Ped out. 

•Popodo1&• bNatbcd Nipper, ea bl 
noiteed Vie lllai Greet ~ had once been 
Otto Loremo • s Clhler Ueotenant tn iht 
fU>ber plMt.ai Iona. 

• tln£1'ave, and Jim tht PmllEll, 1 a:i.ld 

Ntl.aon Let u he recognised Popodos•, 
ooq,mton.s. 

•Tea , r:11 dtar Lff,• ob,erved UM 
mn11er ot tht Oree&•, CCllptlnlc:ns, 1 1t 11 
1n(leed •• You tboulht t wu deo:I to the 
world in Cbt oonrlnu or 10D1 pett.f llttl t 
prllOll In £na1Sll.1, but JOU will nnor c•t 
QI 1.0 It.a, In tuCft NTOU'IG Inc.a,' 

1 { recall bHl" lfW &bat Jell end Jla Md 
taoaped once acatn fl"ce Porti:ioor,• 1atd 
Htlaon Lte , •But • YoU can• t ktep on 
do~ SO, SO. '1111 It Will be t be f lnlah 
you. knoll.' 

•sut not ,.. ,, • ret.crted tlle Prot11.sor. 
•rou ... 1n "' comU7 notr, end you will 
nenr eacape to tell Uw RCll"ld Where l ea.• 

, ,...,... It a lq tla;i ,• ,a id Lord 
DorTlmre, •Wt•n bad a lot ot tbNats 
traa JOU ID tlll put ll>d 1<111 llnd to 
tell uw L41t ,• 

1T'nM11 1 put 1D Jim Cbt Pmmn 1 'but 
tbts Uma ,ou an: In our ceu1tr1. fl\a t 
mkes all U. dltterenee , Wt baYe dcm a 
lot bare to mt t out tut\N aecuN, arc1 • 
don' t 1.num to let ~on• , 1,ui. or all 
you, IIPOll ocr plans new.• 

•we don' t lftD know 'lllllo.t your plMS 
are, thou&b au:ti. ot the a:,1te.Q ot "14t bad 
been beppenq oo Ull a 1ldt or the Wala 
btccnta CllM" 61 ft f m, JOU here, • tal d 
Hcl.lCl'I Let+ 

•we ftlll b.a'r• Pltn~ ot tt • to itll 
you all ebCIIJt ct.em.• satd the Prot • •or 
SDOOtbl7+ • In r oct , I wtll te ll 700 now, 
beealll4 )'OU IIIOl)f t ba're tbl cbanct to ti ll 

5l)'tlOe 1111 ard M all m>On bl Nady t,o 
put. a. ll&o Ol)enl.tlon, • 

Mil.an LN n2 bl1 lfllte COCl)MlOnl 
wert taken lnto U. balealm , tdl1l1t 
Uoloal 1111 hit llltalas ,,... bu!Tled 011 to 

Caplhliy ln ont or Cbe natl Tt traa11. 
It wa, a lone tale 1111\lah ztnaran 

had to tell+ AIWI' IICaPll'll frOII Poruocr 
wttb Ji. tbe ,.,...., be Md IMdl bl1 "81 to 
Atrtce and bad fallen 1.n wttll Popodo1 , mo 
•• 1n dtn aratt1 at ier eacapt,. rrm 
<Ill IIDOCled lalala rulq. Togotlllr 11111 

hllll - tlletr..,,, boolt to die region lllllcb 
Nt41ned """' ot l<a ~•tlr7 1111 !ear tor 
I.be looal lr'tbe,. 

flit ca'fta had been rotm lffiab t kbl t , 
em alter a ism u. tlooda had BUMldld 
lta"fln& .,11 , gOOd tor eUlttntton , S'MI 
sevenLl cleartna• Rhere new tON'la had been 
built . 1be Ottr l , MIIOUI to Ngaln tbelr 
1o.i pres ti ge bad lolned Popodo.,, Sld had 
been Ultd bf Ztncra.,. and ButcllCte to •lne 
tranlum and ot.btr mterlala .atoll the 
Prore a,or, a, l!fl tllllnent aottn U9' , Md 
qUtct:1¥ reoocntaeo u tile tr~1dkl\t1 of 
acm fut.tre ~~IP lOSl'YI llmftlOel . 

It b.ad PN1fd oo the t tan mcl lll'fll"
.C.Jc.ton.a of UM natlTts , S"tO the cmTV\t 
polltlClll attuaucn had ct• en hla ICOPt 
t or tocenttng tr'Oltlle, and t or pro11t1tne 
tbl Ottrt aelt~nt onr I.be 
nelgbtorq comt171ldl , 11tltcb JndlUdild 
the rtdl, fertil e lands or tbe Brlthh 
Proteoc«u<a of lutona. 

1 0\r pl.Ma art nearlJ' NadY ror 
t.q,le.mentatlon, • 1ald th e Proreaaor at 
wt . •ana thero 1a no time tor tn~r
f1NnCe . I Oii I0"7 c,g- old ... 11.1 !hOUld 
erd Utt thll, LH, but. l ba'Yt no cbolc t . 
Tou mcl Yotr c.-ilans • 111 bl hlDOtcl o• .. 
to OWrt to 00 wt th III they pltaN. 1'hat 
wUl, no domt , be a hllDM aacrJttee at 
the t\lll moon by th t Clrcl t ot Flrel ' 

•• tbe Proroucr atopptd ,a1.t1rc, 
CbeN -.a a su:ld:en )'el ll ng fra:i outatdt-. 
Dna.a MIN betrw beat en , there •aa a 
club or IPNl'I llld lbe crackl e or r ln t 
tiN . Dartltll to Che •tndOlf, the Ptrm11 
18' a stnc&}tnc. ms, or bulllentt7. ~oat 
..,,, In the cmt.N wtlldl,_ his llfll\ c,ear 
1 Ute 0. Nl pout SD Id. 

But. lbat. dt9qld the Pemeo, as bl 
1a.spec1 out lbe n1t1S to 1hl Proreuor ard 
P~ , -, Chot •tt.b &bl clant lJ.ltma wtN 

llrltlll> .._ lllo • .,.. qulUU 1•«1n& 
Chi 14'Pfl' hMd S'ld forelrc dl etr wa, to 
tlloblqal .... 

• I 

• 
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•Not th is tl 1D8,' laughed Nelson 
Lee as he growled wlth a tumlng Pro
teHor, l'tllle Don-le coll ared the Penman, 
and the st. Frsnk1 s J1.1'>10N made sure or 
the Greek. • No doubt, we shall meet ca ln 
In, I hope , a very dl s t8nt future. 11'ZlDa 
81'111 t he rearguard troops &Ttved Just In 
t ime, • 

* * * * * 

•1'brtllt ng 'l'tllle It l o.sted , but 
1111 be gl ad t.o ge t b&ok t o St , f'rmk.1 1 
end f oote r nei:t term ,• sa id Edward Oswald 
Hendtorth. Ll ttl e did he know m at 
excitement the new term held tor the 
Con o Adventurers& 

* * * * 

BL AKI ANA 
Conducted by JOOEFl!INE PACKMAN 

27, Archdal e Road, East Mwich 1 London, S, E, 22 , 

My request fo r i n fonnation about t he late Cecil Hayter has not 
been very frui t ful to date . I have however , had one i nteresting 
l etter. This I will put in Blakiana next month, by which ti.me I 3lll 

hopi ng to hear from someone el se on t he subj ect, 
I would like t o thank those of you who have sent me litt l e 

pieces for publ i cation in this sec ti on of the C.D. during th e pas t 
few months, I hope more will f oll ow. 

JOSIE PACKH;\N 

TUE GRANT AND JULIE FAN 

It was early in the SUJllller morni ng - barely six o' clock . The 
small Fayne boy was going afloat with his f ather . Near th e Custom 
House was a small newsagent I s shop , The boy asked his father f or n 
few coppers with which to buy something to r ead . But t he newsage nt 
had nothing but newspapers , and o. few Sext on Blake Li brories . The 
boy di dn ' t care fo r th e l oek of o.ny of them, but he se l ected "The 
Mystery of the Turld sh Agreement." Lat er tha t day , seated on the 
bridge of his father ' s s hi p, t he Fayne boy first met Granite Grant 
and Juli e , He was to wors hip at their shrine for th e rest of his 
life. 

I have been in tensely in t eres ted in Bill w ft s ' article on 
Pierre Quiroule, As Bill mentione d, l ong ago when the C. D. was 
very young, I wrote an ar ti cl e on thi s Blake writ er whcm I hove al 
ways considere d the best of th e lo t, It can do no ham t o look back 
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qn a few poin t s nov, 
· Bill state s that Mr. Sayer regnrds his first tvo Grnnt..Julie 
st ories of poor quality, and I ,.. in full agre11nont. wcld.ly for me, 
"The Tudd.<lh .Agreement • was the thi rd, I t was, in fac t , only in recen t 
years t hat I acquired, through t he kindne ss of fri ends, th ose first 
t wo st ori es - "The King' s Spy" and "The St range Wireless Message , " 
Nei t her i s good , and i f either had been my firs t experi ence of t he work 
of P.Q., I shoul d probably never have become a ~roul e f an, 

fu.t "The Turkish .Agreecent " is in anoth er cl ass enti re l y , It 
i s a ms8'1ifice nt dot ectiv e-cum-cloak-and-<iaggcr st ory , well up t o the 
s t andard of Br\)' stiff-c overed modern thrill er , and, from a li t erary 
vie"J)Oint , superi or t o most , Oddly enough, it vas never repr inte d, 

I fo ll owed t he Grnnt ..Juli e stori es in t he S.B.L. for years -
and then they st opped suddenly ; I wai t ed a very l ong time, and then 
I start ed o corre spondence vith t he edi to r - a most intere st ing one, 
at that. For some t ime he t old me, pat ie ntly , i n repl y t o each of my 
pers ist ent l ett ers , that t he outhor of t he st ori es was no l onger 
writi ng, That shoul d have been the end of it - but I rafus ed t o tak e 
"No" for an answer, and plodded doggedly on, 

Then came a l et t er f ron th e edi to r. "You will be ple:isad t o 
know that a nev Grnni te Gmnt st ory vill be appearing short ly . It vill 
be entit l ed "The !!an from Tokio." 

"The Man from Tokio" was publis hed under t he name of llnrwick 
Jardine, which meant nothing t o me, for all th e previ ous Gmnt..Juli e 
t ales had been anonymous. Before I had read t he f i rst Jlll8" I knew it 
had not been wri t t en by th e original auth or , Deeply di sa ppoint ed, I 
wrote t o th e editor , and he replied, most court eously , tha t I vns 
ri8h t - "Tokio" was not by the original wri ter - but they had done the 
best they coul d, The fact VOS tha t the ori ginal writ er was j ust not 
vri ting ruzy more , 

So I started my ba, baxdment - "I f you can I t got new st ori es , 
t hen reprint t he old ones , " Before l ong, th e edit or wrote me t hat 
they vere goi,ng t o do just that , "The fi rst one will be entitled 
"Dead !!an' s Diary", and you vi+l ranember it as "The Secre t of the 
Frozen North " . Then I vas happy, I may be wrong, but i t bas always 
seemed t o me that thi s was roell 7 t he beginning of re-prin t s i n the 
S.B.L. to ruzy l:irg,, extent, and I imagine that Pierre ~roule was th e 
most r e-printed of all Blake wri ters , 

li ll ' s re ference to the pre-var Sext on Blake films is interesti ng, 
I showed all of ti- in my ovn school cinema, but they were poor stuff . 
They wore, in fact , all l ow budget fi lms, bought up by l!et ro Goldyyn··· 

' • 
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Mcyor t o fulfil the ir "Renters ' Quota", and, with th e possible 

exception of "Sexton Blake and t he Hooded Terror," thoy wore in the 

"quickie" cl oss which did so much ham t o British film proot i go in 

that era . M.G.M. met the requirements of the lnw by having then i n 

t heir lists; they didn • t bothe r whetho r t hey woro booked or no t by DJ>Y 

cinomas. , 
It is only in rec ant tiJ:les t hat I have disc overed that Warwick 

Jardine actually wrote two Grant-Julie stories for the S.B . L. I wonder 

why the editor did not notify me of tt,e first one . 
According t o Bill, P. Q. ceased writing "juvonile literature" in 

tho oarl;y thirtios . fut t ho Grant-Julie tales were never really in 

thi s class . Thoy were far nbove t he heads of cost j uvcnilos , and I 

havo known ll1llllY men and women, fine s cholers , who have re ad th en and 

enjoyed them. 

• * * * * 
V. E. STANTON-HOPE - A TRil!t11E 

By W. O. G. Loft s 

It was vi th dce p~ret that I learned , from Syd Srilyth of 

Austrolin , of th e death of V. H. Stant on-Hope. 
I met Bill Hope in Flee t Stre et seve ral times bef ore bis last 

doparture f or Sydney - fo r he al ways regarded Australia as bis rssl 

hoce. A most friondl;y type of man, he always g11ve mo what o.asistanco 

he could about his work for the Amalgamated Press . Unfortunately , how

ever, in re cent years he vas not onl;y dogged by ill heal th , but a very 

bad me!llory as vell . His first Sexton Blake st ory , "Dead Man' s .Sands" 

was published in 1929 and his last, "The ~stery of the Engrav ed Skul l " 

i n April , 1954. Two charocters he croo.ted that were very pop,l ar 

with readers were Potty Officer Haman and Mike O'Flynn. In all , he 

wrote 14 st ories fo r th e Sexton Blake Library . This may not seem t o 

be a large outpu t f or 25 years , but t ho reas on fo r this is simple -

he was a glo be-t rotter , so to speak , am the number of tim es he 

travelled the . orld would , I feel suro , equal t hat of a Russian space 

ship . 
Tall , and c,.lways speaking with a kind of Australi an drawl , Bill 

Hope was actual l y born i n England . I have been told that bis fathe r had 

some very s t rong finan cial connection.a with the A. P. , and this may 

have something to do wit h hi s starting t o work . t here some years before 

t he ·firs t World War . Hamilt onians will be int ereste d to kno w that he 

was on the staff of th e Cocpanio n Pape rs - which included the Magnet , 
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Gem, Chuckles, Boys' Friend , etc . After the death of Levis !Uains, 
the first editor of Chuckles, Stanton-llope became edito r of this paper. 
Ho also wrote some of tho Herlock Sholmes stories (afte r Charles Hom11, 
ton) 1n the ,.i "Greyfrinrs Herald." A most prolific writer , he also 
pen:aed a mm,ber of Greyfriars st orie s for the Magnet, details or which 
vill appear 1n this year ' s C.D. Annual. 

Serving 1n the first Vorl d Var vith c. M. Dovn - later t o be editor 
of th o Magnet and Gem .:. at Gallipo li - ho later wrote a book, published 
by hil:iself, entitled "Gallipoli Revisited." Uter the 1914-18 var he 

wrote (vben he vas not travelling round the world ) for such well-known 

boys' papers as ".i'ootb3ll and Sports Libra:ry", "llodern Boy", "Boy' s 
Realm", "Boys' Friend Library", "Deteotiw Veekly" , "llooger" and "Foot
ball Veokly." In additi on t o boys' ficti on, he wrote for girls under 
the name of "Rhoda Dean." Other pen-names for boys' stories vore 
"Villi!llil Stant on" and "Donold Dean. " 

His first stiff-c overed book, "Rolling Round the Vorld for Fun" 
published, I believe , 1n 19251 vas b8!led on bis ovn experiences . I can 

also remember him t elling me with prido that the late King George VI 
read all hi s novels , and that ooo book he wrote was publicly rec011111endcd 
by Sir Vinst on Churchill. 

After the last war he started the "Stanton-Hope College of Journal 

i lD" 1n Sydney. Probably his greatest success 1n bound books was the ono 
he wrote in recent years for tho Angl~on Potrol eun Co., called 
"Tanker Fleet," a war st ory of the Sholl tankers and the men w o msnncd 
them. 

Vhat ie oven core tragi c in hearine of the death of Vil li"" Edvard 

Stant on-Hope, to give him hi s full name, is knowing thet he had only 

recently runarri od, and had hoped t o set tl o down for good in hie new 

n ot in Sydney - the Australian sunshi ne being more beneficial to his 
hoolth than t ho unsettled English cliJDate; 

"O!le only Lives Twice" vns the stro.ne,, titl e ~f a book he had 

publi shed by Robert Hale in 1955, and I can do no better t han close this 
tribute t o Bill Hope by seying that vi th c,y own cow of thi s book I 
shall always have something by which t o rec<1Dbor him • 

• * * • * 
(Len and m;yself had some correspondence vi th Stanton-Hope in 1955. Ho 

also sent t10 an autographed copy of the Australian edition of "'!'be 

Mystery of the Engraved Skull," thi s being one or 11llf most treasured 
po-ions . J . P. ) 

• • • • • 
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AN ~ING LETl'ER FROM MR, S . GORIXllf SVAN 

In t ho first issue of a lllllgazino called "Master Detective" , 
September 1953, thera appeared an article entitl ed "I knew Jack the 

Ripper" by Griffith S, Salvey , I do not proposo t o quote the article 
in tull , interesting though it i s , but only quote the Edit or' s note at 
t he c<llll'.lencement and some personal details supplied by the author , 

Edit or ' s Note: 

"Jack th o Ripper was one of the most notorious criminals of all 

time . Who he vas , has been a cystery for sixty years, Now Griffith S, 
Salway , a refined , qui et - spoken gentl eman of obvious culture , baa come 
fo rward at t he age of ei ghty - seven t o discl ose that he knew Jack th e 
Ripper and in fact was a fri end of his, but , of course , did not suspect 
his tru e characte r . 

Mr. Salway lives in tho borough of Brooklyn, Nev Yoxx Ci ty , iB o 
retirad bus inessman, f ormer ly departnont head in a large aoorun t ing 

finn. He was a volunt eer worker for the English Speaking Union of t ho 
Uni tod Stat es for four years and a member for si x years . " 

Mr. Salvey then goes on to give his reasons fo r believing t hat a 

South American Mmed Alonzo Maduro , with whcm he was briefly associated 
in London, was actually J ack the Ripper, Then, at the end of the 
article, he appends thi s statement: 

"I was born and brought up on a great estate near Plymouth , 
England , vhoro my father occupiod a posit i on of responsibility for over 
f orty years and vhere he was highly respected, 

After receiving a good educati on and having acquired a eatis 
factory knowlodgo of Pi man ' s Shor thand , which I conside re d to bo a 
stepping - stone t o advancecont in th e business world , I vent t o London 
in 1888 and obtained r:,.y first job wi th a financial IJ88nt in Gresham 
House, Old Broad Stre et , as indicat ed on the first page of my sto ry • 

Upon l!lllking my shocking disc overy , and bef ore le aving my employer , 
as previously t1onti oned, I wont t o the Is aac Pitman school at 27 

Chancery Lano and asked Mr. Burrougbs , the tlllnSgGr , if ha had a 
secretarial job for me. I received 11 test , which was satisfact ory , 
and a f ow days later I got word from llr. furrougbs that Visc ount 

Mountmorre s, a journalis t, who had rooms in the ear:ie building, had 
applied to th e school for a secre tary, I was gi ven a card t o his l ord 
ship , who illmcdiately engaged me, 

Leter in t ho dsy I l ooked up Burke I s Peeraae and f ound that 
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William Geoffrey Bouchard de Momorency, Si xth Viscount Mountmorres, was 
sn I rishi:uln fran County Galway. I also discoverod that he vas associated 
with Alfred . and llarold llamswort h as a contributor to thei r veekly 
p.tblicati on, •Answers." In fact, tho first job I had vas t o type Mount
morres' interviev wit h Alfred, Lord Tenn,yson, upon this great poet ' s 
embarrossing induction int o the House of Lords, vhen he became, on 
account of nervousness, s o ontagled in his l ong emine robe as to trip 
snd fall as he vas about to enter that august chllmber, 

By the vay , it vas the first til>e I had evor typed or even seen a 
typewriter , but after practising for an hour snd getting a fov pointers 
fran "Y E£1ployer, I finally mde a fairly good job of it. That intel'
view was p.tblished in "Answers, " 

lie wero very young in those fSl'-Off days , with all tho visions of 
youth, Alfred and llarold Hannsvorth and myself being only in the early 
tventi es , while llountmorres, a lovabl o chap vhoso f riends all called 
him Pat , vas under tvonty, though he l ooked older," 

I have sont thes e excerpts because of the reference t o Viscount 
Mountmorres, vhich had no sJ.&nificanco t o me at the first time of 
reading, Having road the article agaib , after studying the list of 
Sexton Blake Authors in the 1959 C.D. Annual, the Jlllme of Mountmorres 
imediate ly struck a chord of manory, and I t hought porhaps Blake fans 
vould find this menti on of an old n:i.thor t o be of some interest. 

No, 587 
No, 588 
No, 589 
No. 590 

No. 591 
No, 592 
No. 593 
No. 594 
No, 595 
No, 596 
No, 5<J7 
Mo. 598 
No. 599 
No. 600 

S. GO ROON SWAN, 
Western Australia. 

******** 

?be Hnsked lw\ ot Cbe Desert 
1!1e BOCl1 on the Beodl 
111• N1ste?7 or tile Nl1S ln; hl ntor 
!be Greo.t Caial Plot 
(Reprint ot 2nd series No. 19) 
1!le Dtomxls or Tl LlJ18 
Tllo 111sr.ery or tbe Narchers 
The Boroq;h ColllC ll R811) 
1!1e8tolonBwoar lne 
l'hellellxlwTloN1Bterr 
Tba secret or the T~ Bale, 
Tllo ll>'atcr, or Uie AfrtCM El<pedl<lon 
~ Crim Roporter4 a Secret 
1'hl Case or the BJ.amBtled Bmtor 
ftMt Pawment Arttat•a t&<SUJ"Y 

(C, Dass) R, c • .lrmotr 
R, Herdlnge 

(C, Cront) V. V, Sqer 
(Plmmer, Wu Ltng) o. a . Teed 

(R, Plll'Tale) 

(R. l'Ur'ral e) 

J, G, BrondoD 
w. Slut• 
L. Blad< 
w. E. Staltm-Hope 
J, C, Bl'8Ddon 
A, Paraona 
R. Rerdlngt 
o. Dllnot 
w. J, BQfhld 
F. Warwtct. 
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11o. 6o1 k.atUH 1 Crim In Cltraltar (Rattles ) ' • Attq 

Ho. 6o2 '!bl Rouse on th e Clt tta R. R. c. Gtbbonl 

11o. 6o' 1'lt Vtcttm ot til e SacNt 8eMlce (R, Pur.,,11) J . o . sranoon 

No. 604 n,, ~ or ru et Stree< (8, Paael G. A. EYana 

(Rtprtnt of 2nd SG"IH No. 76) 
11o. 6o5 Tbt Ti.. ot lb 1 Crim c. Yent.r 
No. 6o6 Tl>I 8ll7 t'rolll Bpoln (R, PUl''l'&lO) J ,0,81'8odon 

No. fn/ 1'1\t 'nlrte Lepe.rt I Heads (O. Crnnt, Juli e ) w. w. sa,.-
No. 600 1be Balltfffa B~ret (Ryaer) 0, H, Teed 
No, 6()9 Tht Lift Shatt Crtne P. Wanrlc.k 

No, 610 1bt tt,stery or th? Ntutrw Doctor (Or , Fem>ro) R, C. Anootr 

No, 611 1bt Secret of tb 1 8:lmk.en Sb.tpa a. a. c. Ctbbona 

No. 612 Tllo '!'tre e I/ho Paid o. Verner 
No, 61' Tllo Bloc!< Ace C, Dllnot 

No. 614 The Secret or tbe Bold (Capt, Dack) A. J . Rune.er 
Ho, 615 fflt ftJTOr or Tqter (p1-,.) C, H, Teed 

(Reprint of 2nd -lea llo, n) 
No. 616 1bt ra111 Alibi (R, Plr'l'al t ) J , 0 , Branden 

No. 617 Tllo Riddle of Bl& Ben A. Par900I 
No, 618 11\t Case or th e f'tlrdered Poataan R, Hal'dtnce 
No, 619 Tbt N)'stef1 ot tbt Street ~Iatan (P1rYal 1) J,c.s..-
No. 620 n.. Exeantcr• a Secret B. R. C. Gtbbona 

(Rtprlnt 2nd 111'111 llo, 65) 
No. 621 n. "1ster7 or No. 7 Bitton CoW"t (C. Gn11t , JI.Ille) W,W, 8-
No, 622 fflt Ptaeon Lott cr-tm (R, Punale) J,o.-. 
llo, 62) 1'hl Prtaonera or Peru (8, Page ) o. ,. EY8DJI 

(Rtprtnt or 2nd 81rles Mo. 115) 
No, 624 Cl"ook•s ConY01 w. J, Bqflold 

t ~ nr," ple ased altb tbe .t.cai.ba Qrbtlt atorJ atnt to me • mr •G• ot llaaU 

contari' ..ans. 1 han not Nod 1116111 or her at,ort11, and this one •c.,.t QOIIC Che Ptaeona• 

wu new to me. Cent.Nk2 ln a 1tr11 • acbool wu si lddltlonal tntereat . 
c1aar17 a ator7 tntrod~tng a achoo! Ul•ttt1 0011)81"la:>n with l!r!Othor author moae 

OutP'I' ot achool atort ea SI.St be a 1tter417 record. I ftr7 muoh doubt It an:, auUa" ln 

tbe Englt!fl toncue hos Hc eeded OW-111 HmJU.aa •, o~pui. 
1'be tntereatlag point Is that he ta DOt jult a back wrtcC" • althou&h, ot necesan, , 

hi bad io adopt i1 repetltl'n aty'le tn tumtns out a l cq ato17 eTer, week, 
Inevltabl7. I COCl)al"ed A.aatba Chrlatte •a writing wtth that of Qw-lea Hamilton. 

ObYlouau, th e obJectlvea are quit.I dl tf eNDt• u well u Cha st, l es. Tt. ladJ le the 
QJem ot ~tta , S')d her • &or7 noe, t c:nerd yet t.eepa one pautrc till the end • 
-., I fOlftl Chi culprit was !CIMOfte J bad Dl"f't:r SUIPeCc.ed, 

Far dUf ertnt. ta tb 1 BU• Jla Nrlu In IIM N.-cnet. Sbt.een wttka to br i ng tile 

rogue t.o Juattc e on.1 to Nltase (ptlch . We tnaw all th e tlllltl t lllbo 11\1 villain wall • lftd. 
I felt J -=>uld like to abake rtrnr111 Lo«*.e t or not tt.D)llng to the Bc:uxlor•, btnw 
aooner . But there ta not a c,ai1 pace In It , am r con reod encl re-nail t.be aooowii ot 
l2>t -er dellberatol1 l tad lnc tlMI _.- -.., rollld l2>t due-out, 

~lt.e m tnteresttng li1PI' ot deteottw tal e , c.oo, ..,.., )'OU me. Ut.e Ylllalo fl'CII 

the 1tar1; • and -.c.ch. bow the net oloHa. 
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PAK)l§ §ll<IES 
!!2a..lZ 

One or the r eall.Y 
great aeri es or 
Hagnet stori es -
th e Bltft'ER COi.RT 
ser l es ot Qfd-
8\l!Dir, 1925. 

A trllJQ)h or th e 
author' a contrivanc e , 
by "11cl> Billy 8"1ter 
obta ined possession 
or a luxurtoua DM 
ston, Coamemere 
Lodge, 'ltl.lch he re
named Bunter Court. 

Pffl'Ull)S th e f i rst ot 
tile n,Bl)1 gr'l?at 
seri es, u:tier lng In 
the Golden Age ot 
tile Magnet, 

OUr picture Is 
ta{en trom •BtllY 
&l'lter' a Master 
Stroke.• 

1be artist -
C,R ,~ , 

* *** * 
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APPOIJ,"'llOffl' llITH PERPi."roAL YOUTH 

I bad gono for II dip in the sen , dresaed hurriodly 1 lllld vaa nov 

vnlk1ng along the smoot h, so ft sands of Kingsgate in Kent, 
It """ eney to recognize the scene of so maey Greyf'riars stories, 

Tbe high overbnnging chalk cliffs where a Greyfrinrs boy once sli pped , 

clinging to t he slippery edge for dear life , till hauled t o safety 
by another; th o noti ce "Bovnro of th e Incaning Tid e" brought to m1m 

tho timo vhen llr , Quel ch forgot that incCDing tid o, lllld vaa saved by 

tho initiative of Harry Wharton; tho lone],y inle t vhere Canpton , 

the schoo l boy 91:JUggl er I kept a midni81>t aasig!Dcnt , l!Gnories CBDO 

crovding back as they wore bound to do on thnt l one],y bench , 
Lat or, in Fronk Richards I pleosan t study , it seecod sccething 

of a dream to be meeting him in porson - a drell!n of l ong ago , nov 
fill.filled in roali ty, To watch th ose slender fingors vhioh, down the 

years , have t apped out t ho thousands of brilliMt s torie s - sto ries 

vhich ont erteinod and inspired co8ntlcsa genorations of boys and 

girls , stories vhich livo on to inspire countless men and va,en of 
toda,y vho have nover forgotten and rlll never f or get, 

Frank Richards and I talked for an hour and core. Vo talked 
of cnts, of Billy &nter, of Tan Merry, of the Rio Kid , 

"I lovod writing tbooe Rio Kid sto ri es , • Sllid Mr, Richards, a 

littl e vistMJ,y , 
.And I lov ed reading th em, Frank Ric hards seemed qui to sur

prised t o lonrn that I have every Rio Kid story eve r published - and 

s till road tt:.oc,, 
"They on],y want Billy &ntor nowadays - they don I t SO<D to van t 

Tom Merry any core , " cocmentod Mr, Richards , onoo "'°"" a trifie sa dly , 

I think , Ho added seri ously , "ifo mustn't let old Too be polished 
off and forgotten , " 

Ve cert:lin],y mustn I t. I hsvo a f eeling that old Too vill be 

back - one of these days, You'll see . 
"Do you read Horace?" eIXJ.uirod Mr. Richllrds, 

I oonfosaed tha t rrr:/ Horace is scoe vhs t rus ty, In h1a ol oar 

steady bandvrlting, llr , Richards vrote f or me a littl e sonnet he has 

ca:ipose d - after Horace - vi th a neat 11 ttl e joke about a.inter and 

"noc t e ca.rent qui.a Cscpiono. • 
What is tho socrct of this gentle , kindly, soft-spoken, quit e 

lll!l!IZing oan? There is some definite magic in that pl casM t ro0111 -
the contact vith perpetual youth, perhaps , '1'be air, impregnated with 
the tang of th o nearby sea and th e fhlgranc'e of the fiov ers of late 



PSBO 20 ............... - ........... -..... -................ -.... - ..................... -........................ _,,_,.,..,_..,_ ,_ .. __ ......................................... . 
sumner, also se«:19 filled with gey whispers of thos e characters of his 
which will never dio , 

"I limit myself t o one chspt er a dey now, " confided Mr, Richards , 
He l ooks wonderful ly fit nnd well, 
"Cf course ," he sai d ruefully, "I did have a bout of influ enza 

in ,1839 - and I caught a bit of a cold i n 1935," 
The next Bunter story is "funte r the Ventriloquist" and thi s 

will bo f oll owed by "funter and the Caravanners ," 
"Remember", I said, as I prepared t o l eave , "wo expect to hsve 

new Grcyfriars st cri es regularly f or at. l east another thirty years !" 
"Mako it forty!" rulmonished Mr. Richsrds . 
As I hurried up th e road, passing t he gartlcns of the neat villas 

in that peaceful avenue, with t ho sea behind me, I carri ed awey a 
mei:iory which will over bo • with me as l ong as I live , To meet Frsnk 
Richards i s the experience of a lif etime - a conta ct wi th perpetual 
youth, 

* * * * * * * * * 
LET I S BE CONTROVERSIAL 

No, 53, THE TAIL AND THE DOG 

In the Sept ecber i ssue of the Digest , Roger Jenkins r efers t o 
the disappearance of Alonzo Todd from the st ori es , and makes the 
foll owing comment: "Charles Hamil ton has stated that he let Alonzo 
gently fade out of the st ories because he had Ill! id ea t hs t renders 
were getting tire d of hie,:" 

f. 

How did the author come torocc i ve that impression? Ovviousl y I 
from l etters sent in t o t he edi t or by readers of the l!ngnet . 

But just how representative of general opini on were t hose !otters? 
What percentage of tho readers who made up the circulati on of our 
fovouri te papers ever p.,t pen t o paper to write t o the edi t or or the 
author? I would p.,t that percentage as very low indeed, Less thllll 
one- pe:r-cent , probably, 

Evon in th e case of Coll ectors' Digest , whero the li,t between 
edito r nnd readers i s far wanner and more speciali sed t han it could 
possibly have boon between t he edito r of the Companion Papers and his 
readers, the percentage who write is s,a ll, i'ell over two t housand 
l etters a year ca,e to the Digest off ic e, but they come from not more 
thllll about 3(1%, of the Digest I s t otal readership, 

I think it likely that maey of t he readers who wrote up t o t he 
Gem or Koamt vere sentimentalists . They woul d enjoy a sentimental 
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s tory, aDd they wrote up to th o edi t or and said so . 

To risk t ouching on a very controversial. theme , I would refer to 
"A Vory Gallant Gontlemnn." Mr. Samweya hns t old us that hundr'lds 
of N>aders wrote to the odi tor in praise of this story. I do not 
doubt it - but hundreds of readers were a very small percentage of 
the Magnet I s circulation. Candidly, I shoul d be as tonished if those 
l e tters were representati vo of general opini on of this tru e a:iong 
llagnet read ers of that day . 

Some tioe ago, in "Let• s Be Controversial", I drev at t en ti on 
t o th e cooment s of Mr. Ecivy s ., Brooks. Be snid that he had been 
writing stori es in response to the requests and suggestions that 
readers made in letters. Those stories, apparent ly , vere not moating 
vi th gene ral. approval , which was no doubt shown by a fal l in c ircul a
ti on. "It' most success ful s t ories , " said Mr. Breaks, "were th ose I 
wrote vi th out any suggestion from readers - lllld I am going back t o 
that policy. " 

In the Magnet, and even more so in the Gem, there is evidence of 
the over-playing by the auth or of certain chal'3ct ers . In the Magnet 
for a whil e , Alonz o W!l8 overpls_ye d - and then he was dropped a.a a 
main character . In the early Gem, Skimpole, vho wos not nearly so 
at tr active a character as Alonzo , vas featured far t oo cuch. Lucle7-
I.umley had t oo much of · the limelight for a while. Did readers pro
t es t ? And di d th e Gem, as a result of this protest , l ose Lucley
Lumley permanently? 

'!'he most obvious &X8mple of overpla,ying of a charocter is seen 
in the case of Talbot. Every reader much have love d the first tvo 
series about this most a ttractive character. But did sentimental 
readers write t o the editor, with the result that the Talbot tales 
all f ai rly similar, vent on and on and on? I fee l sure they did . 

The tail in fact , wagged the dog - and this s t range phenomenon 
i s not always a good thing . 

U-ntil fairly recently, th e Sexton Blake Library ran a popuar 
f eature entitled "Mail - Bag", comprising extracts from l ett ers re
cei ved by the editor. But, froo the f act th!lt the same names kep t 
cropping up in the f eature , it seemed evident that a ccmparet ively 
scal.l number of readers were writing in fairlytrequently . 

I think the same thing happene d, years ago , in the case of the 
Gem and the Maenet. I, myself, disccvered in the early ninteen 
thirties that a persistent reader could af'fe ·ct editorial policy . I 
made iull uso of that discovery • 
......... .... A minority "mey be, representative _ of the ctajority , .,but .. usually •. 
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it isn't, Often , a minority is nois y, and it can be surprising],¥ 
effective. 

I f eel certain that, during the thirty odd years of the Msenet 
and Gee , and during the shorte r xun of t he llels on Lee , tho tail oft en 
wagged the dog. I t hink the picture of popular characters being 
dropped and others overpleyed might have beon very different if the 
edi tors of thos e days had paid a littl e l ess at t ention t o the vaggers. 

It's just ray point of view! What's yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

~e~~·ms~~tei:: l818.1ha;:l~ow~ ::ii1~:~a:!~~:1:'~: the e,q,elllng or Bob 

•Wtth N tercn ee to Bob Cherry• s eXJ)Uls lon • there seems 90me conru.s ton 
reGardl~ the aeri es, ltlat l aotuallY mennt was the short series 
f eaturi ng a bo>' n,3ll'JQd Heath Who wore a flaxen "lg tn the post orttce 
t.o ;ia.k.e hlmsclt lik e 8ob CheM'Y to tbe Post.111stNss . 1here ts not 
the sl ightest doubt that Charlea.H.mtnon bo.sed tl'il s sto ry on tho 
famous ',Hnslow Boy eas e, 'flblch was s till a case tn the Courts . 
HaJor tll&M'J', Bob•a ta U'ler, defended hi s son most 'fal lant l.Y, ,usi. as 
Wtnsl01t•a rather did. It was 61.most ml exoet parallel In tact~ Bob 
WM eJ:P&lled, but , tr I reciember rtgbtl.Y, hla nat'le wa., not c l eartd 
wit fl tho nut star.,. That the l esson waa learned see.a t.o be 
Pl"O'ed by the tact Chat tn the other story , Bob was upellOd em 
cl eared tn the same st.ory,• 

~ cccments: nte Bob Cherry - Heatb story and tts sequel were b!l.!ed on the 
~ e cas e. Terence Rattlgen •s PloY 'The Wtnslo,r Bo)'9 o.ls o based on th e Arche:r
Bheo oase, was not written till nearJ.y tort.)' years lat er . Wtth o.ll re spect to Hr. 
Lott's col'ftspondent , tt ta dltttcult to GOCept that th e Nag.net l ost an, readers because 
Bob Cbe?TY waa elJ)elled at the end ot one st.orY Md cleared the next ,.,eJt. 
I!/, 52, ffl& HAN WITH THE lflUSH 

,~11'1!':•pl~~r:~ ~c:.!"~~~a~l~l~l~~:S;!~~ ~!v~o~ :: :: ~ ~~::; 
il lus tmt.loo . t1)' ta't'Ourlte arttn was Wakerteld; hll dr (lllngs tn the Boys• fr-lend 
alM!Ys t a.,c.lnat ed mo. the smzv, Quactnl'lgl e of Rookll)od, the spats th& msters IIIOl"e• the 
cloisters , the Priory, the gboat.ty abbot• U\e hoUda)' CBl"avons - all wicre a dellgbt. , 

Howner, Che ltll)Ol'tant thlnas were tll.e st.cries , atter all , tor 1'flen one look.a: 
at sCDe or U\e present dl!Y tte eklle a t or boys, wlU\ thetr stories In picture rorm, "" 
11\ould reall)t be grateful t or the old daYa. 

~J•d; 1fCtt~:OO: :etc::e'~~ ~~~ ~~e~ ::S~~s;:;~:!,~ ~:ald 
appe(lf'ed not. only 1n tbe Gem Sld Hagnet, but tn mtJl'i1 other p~ s as well. t recall a 
pert tcular l eek or ccmm::in-sense In A Lee COTer tlluatrotlon In the •trr. and Hrs. StokeS" 
ae.rt es. They~ H~ter ts shOWl'I struggling wttl'I hh halt-decented wife tn the quad 
about .,aldntght , holrs after school h~ ttnl~ed , • bUt , at.111 depleted weartnc , cap and .eo,;c. 
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• WllL-lDVJD luntOR P:\§6!§ a< 

Rtoders will bo oa<klenlCI bJ tlll P&Ulnc ot .. ......, -1 •torT ,rlc.. 

HJUon Clea-.er , c.o died an Sa.turdQ , 9121 SfiptClilber, 1961, tn St . Jom•a Roapti.:al , 
Batterae a , London, aged 70. 

tr. Cleanr • a Otatb will be felt mo~ lteenlY pefflapa by t.hoae ....t>ers of 

UM! London o .B. B.c . tlllo Md tb e pl eoaure of •et1n1 him at the K4l'Cb meting, bel4 ot 

llr (11111') boM ln CJ.ai,b.llll. He talked at lqlb on that hDPP7 oceaa1on ot th e pnpera md 

ldttors be Md IIIOl"ked t or and aru1,reNld mn:r questions. 
He will be NIDmbeNd bt!st tor bl• M1I atcrt es about G.re,atnater and 

Harlq 8Cbool1, lllbtcb appeared aa ser tala tn a.am pepera ea •cttma-and 1'1bt Capiat n• , 

aa ..ell as tn hard-eover edttton1, Mia most aea:rable charftCter was tr , Dennen, lb.at 

deltabt.lull1 eocentrto hoUle.n..ter at CNY1Dtoner, ,tw.a:e actTenc.w-es ere pemapa emona 
tbe hnll ea t IChool t.al ta ner, 

tr. Cl.taftr 1ll"Ote N'ftral aduu. DO'NU em pllQ'I too, and, tar onr 2C, 

yean , wa.a a ,ports COrTHpor.ient to U'6 London •£,enlng Standm,1,• 
He l e&YH a wtt e Md 18 ,ear-old eon, ttl o ta at present ln t.be Slxll'I Form. 

at St.. PaU111 Bcbool, 
ttltortmatel.7, I dt<m•t ocaa io know Hflton Cleanr persono.117 Wlttl ta1r1Y 

reoentlJ. lil>in • did met we enj078(1 N'HN .1. io._ t.alb about b la won.. 
• I "31 Ill' at c~ the oeber DOntb tor a dr1Tln& ott enc.e.• bl ooce t old •• 

•en:, .,.,..., a, neme was reed oac. tile mgtstrate aatd: SSylt.on Cltaft.1'1 Aren•t JOU til e cbai,, 

tllh> used to 111"1 te all Ulol • echool etor1ea7• I Bitted that I -., and the magletntte 

aotd: •wen . Well . I thoulht Jou bad died 7eara aaol 1•11 alllt\YS reeeebe r JO\r boob •• • • 

Now tbat HJlton Cleavw bas died • 1nr7one wtll echo tbet meatatrate•a 

t1n t i.enta. And we'll all~ bl1 book.a - tor e wr, lone U m ,.. •• 

BRUN OOn..&. 

"THE HARD COVER S..."IIOOL STORY CLASSICS" 

by V. J. A. Hubbard 

No, 31 "THE HILL" (H. A. Vnchell) 

To inoJ.ude t1 "boat seller• by ono of th e best knovn novelists of 

his time among this series is perilnps t1 rislcy expori.cent , 118 there is 

ti very strong possibility that the story was not wri. tten fo r boys nt 

al l but f or grownupe. Whether or not, "The Hill" was vri tten entirely 

f or grownupe, however, is really beside the point for all vho havo 

read this fine sto ry of school life cnnnot fail to be i.Clpressed by its 

power and intensity . 
There sooms t o al.l!lost be a mutual understnndi;ng; ~ authors ."_ 
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that all the finest sto ries 11bout school life should be bot h dramat ic 

and serious and "The Hill " is no exception t o this rul e , al th ough it is 

certainly net ri t hout touches of lnDour that are conveyed t o the reru!er 

mn1nl.y through t he ..,diuc of convel"Slltion between sCDe of the chsroc t ers , 

Certain factors - i,ainly conditions of t lJ:le and place for it was first 

publish ed i n 1965 - oote the sto ry but as t o its sinc erity tbero cen be 

no questi on vhil e its populllrity can be 11tt este d by the fact that it 

has gone through forty impressio n. since first published, I t has quito 

obviously st ood th e t es t of t.1m and proves once ognin thllt a good 

s tpry will Qlways be readable . 
Liko "The i'e ming of a Twig" the schooi featured in "The Hill " is 

a real one - Harrov . An alJ:loet fan11tical prid e i n the school runs 

throilgh the sto ry which is perhaps net surprising when ono remecbers 

t hat Kr, Vachell hicsolf went there , Such fanaticism, hovovor, is 

ofte n the hllll-mark of a fine book and cos t of th o fllClous vorlcs of lite r-

ature hllve not been produced with out it, · 

l!r , V11chell Clllls his sto ry a "Rooence of Friendship" Md is 

care ful to point out in 11 dedi catio n t o 11 friend vho assisted vit h in

f oro.'.lti on and who revised th e r.ienuscript that in creating his leading 

chQractors he has se l ecte d a rothe r uncomon typo of boY who goneraDy 

appears at " school perhaps only once or trice in a decade , if that , 

This 1'EClll'k CISkes no foel tha t l!r , Vacholl was distinctly aware of the 

poss ibility that a youthful ol ement would be nucbered among his re11ders, 

Yet so well does he weave his pl ot and explai n 11nd develop his characters , 

that one feel s that such boYs as John Verney and Reginald Scaife actwill.y 

existed , 
The tbe r:ie of "Tho Hill" i s n duel between two boys, one good and 

the oth er bad, for tho fri endship of anoth er. I t is n variation of the 

ago old struggle between good and evil with a soul as th o prize . Roolim 

is s trongly t o the !ore , end -.o s tudy their care ers through the worl d of 

school until the tiJ:lo c09es for t hem t o le ave , 
Thero are thre e =in charnc t ers, John Verney, sinceroly religious 

a scholar end a cocpctent sportSCl!lll, yet no prigJ Reginald Scaife, tho 

villain of too yarn, t\J.lly consc i ous that he is nn outside r, despi to 

his wonderful prowess at sport , yet turniJl8 even hi s bad traits t o lld

vent ago, llJld Henry Julius lleSC1ond, gentlecan and sport = , l oved and 

ndcired by nl l, for whoee fri etdship Verney and Scru.fe cont end, Then 

there is the supporting cast - %<,rt on, the dandy , hzy , vi tty and 

sarcas tic but vith n shrewd bend on his shoul ders , Lord Esoo Kinloch , 

who worships Vernoy vi th al..cost as cuch int ensity as Vernoy worships 

llescond nnd Mf - the Mf er - an averngo boy with n great love of 
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cricket , Tboro are two oas t ors featured - Richard Rutherford, "Dirty 
Dick" to tho boys under whose guidance The Manor, tho houso t o which tho 
leading cbarncters belong, has gone to pl.ec:4!s and Basil lfarde, the 
young c.on under whoso leadership the house :rogains its SUproc!ICY both 
in wo11< and sport , The contrasting chnrocteri94tion of these two IDllStors 
is brilliant , Nor are the cinor chsroctors neglected for the briof 
apps=nces of saoo of thED in the st ory mclro ono wish that the autho r 
hod allowed thee to play n l arger port in the yarn, 

The description of sch ool life at Harrow in the 90 ' s is skilfU14' 
t old , Sport is not neglected - then, is a fim accoun t of !Inrrow f oot
bllll wbi.Je the chapter anti tl od "Lords" is a m,i.sterpieoe, All throuBI> 
ths book runs the continual duel between Verney and Sc.,.ife f or the 
hiend.ship of Desmond, o. duel that ends in a drew; for death, in the 
Boor Vo.r cl ai.cs Descond, Verney, however, is consoled in his l oss by o. 
moving farewell letter fiom his friend. written on the night befo:ro he 
i s killed, which breathes a spirit of hope that perhaps good ho.a tri oopbed 
over evil after all, 

Vhil e on holidcy in I:roland a short tice ago, 1 was infomed by a 
follow guest at the hotel , vho vas acquru.nted llith Mr. Vaclhell ' s siste r, 
that the autho r of "The Hill" was alive up to two or three years ngo, 
and still writing occnsi ono.11¥, cainly f or his ovn <EIUS8C8Ilt although 
well over 00 ,aars of oa,,,· The dust jocket on rsy copy of the bool<: vould 
appear to indicate othe rwi se . Vhatcver the position , however, one oould 
only wish that Mr, Vache ll had given us fllrther schoo l stories of such 
a hi8h stnndard , 

(EDITOR'S NOTE, Mr, Hubbard writes us as follows: "l find I cade an 
error vb.en 1 gave ths p.,blishing date of "Bending of n Twig'' as 1900, 
It VBS actually p.,blished by CbaJXlSll and Hall in 1906, Also, for "Martin 
11):jze' :roo.d"llovid Blaize" , A typing error - sorry !" ) 

* *** *** *** * 

YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN 

A :rockless dr1 ver is ono vho pessos you on the hi&bllllY in 
spite of all you can do , 
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YOURS SINCERELY 

J•~ MOST UP·TO·DATE BOYS' PIPER II TII£ WIIIIID ! 

~K£YJ~:t!JeL~~;;?' ~:s~s~!u:! 
In all, and, t~s the 8ld had .,..,eral ~ea 
or tOl'Slt, bef ore being sralgomted with Bofs ' 
c 1nei::ia. In October• 1939. 

£\~=e~O::!!~!: lt~n Stan 
Xntght refers to •n,e Wolt 
Patrol • by J. F IMe:JON>. I 
have a toPY or this book In 
ctnt condlttoo . I bought tt 
tor s ixpence In a seciond--fumd 
bookshop on the r:..ibl In Quays 
shortl.J be fore I beC81118 111. 
It has always been one ot t!ll 
faYourtte scout stories , Sid 
I partlcularlY l ike tile 
ool ota"ed lllustre.t tom In UHi 
book. It was tl rat publtshed 
(by Ad"' and Charles Bl ock) on 
October 15th, 19(6 , and re
prt nte<I tn 1909. 1lle els)>t 
full ·p aae OOlOUNd lllUStra
tl ona are bf R. 11.. Paget. 1'be 
ortgtnal prtee or the book 
was 'JI&,,. Pl ease Clo not gin 
me n h\hc2red l lnes tor 111 
terribl e hSIOll"lttng. I ao 
wrttt~ 11'\der •ttrtcultles -
but dtttteUlttes are made to 
be overcome. 

(On the contrary - we are 
gtv lll: you the Book souvenir ~ 
"1tcb goes each month to tho 
,rtt er or the star Letter or 
the lilOOth. - ED.) 

,lAltli w. COOK (We,:,bl ey) : A 
sentEf'IOe In your edt;.orl al In 
th e Septect>er Dlge.st ;>acles 
m. lt st ates • t am ttlar*tul 
to sa, I have nn er been short 
ot material. ' Then can you 
t ell me hOJf that reconciles 
wt Ch tbe r act that you MN 
opparentl.y short or Nelson 
Lee copy, st nee none appeared? 
er doean•t the Lee m t er tal 
oonr JOUr coq,looenO)'? SUNIY 
10u 111St nm to a dead! tne tor 
cow 800 In the nen t ot Jaok 
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Wood t orgetttnc all al>out JOU, t all~ back on ra tny <la)' t lll-111>17 
A bmTltd po.st.card to • IIIOUld tnl\ft f er 1ou 1cmeth lna that appeo11 to St , 

F'Nl*. • 1 rana. I caooot tel l bow eq,t.J uw barNl 1, mleu aociebOdr te ll , . And up to 

tbe present tlM no wnrnlnc or QOP1' lhortage bu aweored ln Che C.D. nor baa Jae* 

Wood trtic.en to DI to aay '°• Will 70u please atcte d8Un t tel7 lf thJ a cmlaton or 

Mtcrte l 1n Ole Lee Colm11 ta gotng to be a monU\ly btAan:f1 And will 70u pl eas e rep}Y 

to tb.ls CJI.Htlon Girousti Coll ect.ors• Dtgeat? Afte r all , 7ou ezpresSld your- apolo&1H 

tor not publllb trc the Nv 1e• ot th e lAteat But.on BJ.ate nowta . N-,. I DII\ apol oc t11 

tar tilts tNnchnnt attltUdt . 

fflJ!I K:~~~=~!~~~t t~!c:;~.~ lb> Cd» Back•, I Qftjayed u 

(WO are ft l"7 ~ to CMl'Jtl on n., Berno.rd. - D>.) 

f:llB_..JPU ~.:!~~~ J~~~96~·-~i~·~.::t.= :=-~ a:,~ ~~!e!~ :- · 
UM lot , 

P~:>•w!i::! :! ~081n:'":;:. ~.,:~·;~ :C:!°:e" •=•~a;:, a:=:1: ~t 

llUle insertion ban nall.1 cheered • · 

~te!,w::;~ ~~/°'~!~1n!°:~::n 0~~r~:.!:!':~ !v:~~1DOere17. 
pertocU0411 ti a 1ood thtng .. nen tt the neoe1&V7 arc tol H and t eat.urea '"" tm"t,b,,o 

co.t.nc from tb• pecple 1lbo en eo NedJ to cr-l tlolN. n seCIDI to ae tbat wtfll 

Km:1Utonlan3 , Bl akhma, Lff, et . alle, OW" need, IN adeqUD.telJ' OO'nNd. But • 1D c.bl, 

worda or a ta,otrl t e coll.Dl l s t , • tt•a Ju.st 11J point or 'YtewS ""8. t ta yours? 

(H81'1'1 Broat or hos ffl t t WI th e Digest t o poin t out tha t the ques ti on or u c endlng the 

scope or Ul t c.o . na menl.7 a mtter or dl acuulon at t.be Ches t erfi eld meet ing. end 

wa.a not lntt neled aa a cr lUcl-. We han oonned on r Harrra notes ror hta -,eeeb lllbtoh 
opened tba dl lCUSsJon1 md Uwy 1trlk 1 ua u fair Md sensible . HN17 1 or course • baa 

oontr tbuWd mn, f ine articles am 1torte.s to t.he Digest and the .tmuai, and •• one ot 
our""" ' 10,111 ~era , - IJ).J 

~~~!'{ z~ld!~1~a!. ~~r:: ~t8a:t 1:a!u.~r: ~~~::::~=-~C:~ on 
Ulla tb- from readera ffld oonu-tbutora i.o c.o. 

(~ 1Jate r au, r ea • that t we.a a IIOlt borT lbl e boy , ao t tb 11* I mat ba"fe been a 

R**•• - m.J 

~ (Rornol>lNII): I enJa,ed the artlo l o •Dt• (lll H8'*1 and 12>e 11l(mlOII p_ ..... 
~nenr boulbt .Ach'ent\N, Ronr or• tsard Md I uUerlJ' faJled to aee bow tllll

bodr coUld pre fer tb • to til e Gee, Nelnet Md Nt l aon Lee. Nffertbt l tss , Derek•• and 

Blll' • ef f ort 1'G8 fUll ot Intere st. 

MTJ!!llr. !:1~~~!r1a1~ ~ :: ::: ::,,s-:~~.:'1 aa~~~
17

o~~ 
Oot QPU.I", •0 1r1 1n Ula Scerle t tt.e.a•, Md lbt ter'l1 tlOrb of 81dol1 Drew. 

JCfflf ,gt.JNQ91 (Blrton-on-'l"N t ): What burb li ng Jabberwooll: haa concelTed the Idea of 
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allowing rr, f 8'0\rl te Roomx:id eharooter, 1'9dQr Cract , to enter the IChool tn Knockout 
mcser t be nama of •s mon 8 1J111 .. 7 Ot OOW'llt , I CS! H t 1:he NaaCl'I, tnttnael.J 
~lng n• lt 11. nw 1ior-t 11 ON not 1n order, and Putty Ol"8Ct wa., al.Nady at Rook· 
wood. BlOIJf and dub Cbete edtt ors and stt,,,,.fdltora. (CII, I0"7 , nothtng at al l per-, 
aOMl, of ccurse). 

(Please dm •t mind ual We acree with you all oJ.orc the li ne. • ED. ) 

~~"::~te~t : 1:e~~ !~=: :;1:;~:r::.Set~~'; 
,t.nlnlng co-eye, t o Nad tb e captl ona mxler th e pictures , I not.teed th at the polletllll 
tn the Coae,- Court sequence ,m none other tbs'\ P. c. CUddleeook, 1llho sem, to crop ~ 
cont.lnua.111 1n t.he A. P. OOlllea. 

W!or!llt~~~!: ~~ ~rr !;!~"~1:t{e~ ::.~~ ~ia:~ra. 
p~• • 7a tor t..P. peplJ't and 7b t or Thcaofl J)tl)el"s. 

(An noellen t .qg estt on. A no Who•a \b> will be pUbllshed enr ].y 1n 1962. • ED. ) 

HeetlDB AJIU§t 29tbe 1961 
There were quite a few aect>ers a,my <n hollda, , Norean Gregory was still In 

hospital . It ta ntoe to kncM he t11ww1,_ u:i,l'O•nant, 
F'or all the llml.11 attendollc e or el&bt, we 111Mll&ed to get In a full n tght• a pro

OUDI , Tea Pon.er ,ea J.n the chair and truf'*.8d all club 118Dbera tor Ucral tributes 
and l etters ot ccndolence on Cbt Mo.lh or his w1t11 Btr)'l. 

The tfl:I quluu INl"e dealt with tint. The one aet by Tom Porter waa Head Beak.a 
or th e mere t s::iou, Bcbools' and wa., won bf the wrl ter or theae notea . ey °"" quts MY 
c(U)lnOd H~llton lm and lfel ,on Lee and Joe Harston merged na i:mt aucceu tul. Then 
t oll<:lfed a t a lk by c:,selt on the adYtnt ot Hurret Jamaet Rom Stngh at Netberby Bdk>ol -
In ?1onel Ho, 161, dat.ld ~ r ebrual"f, 1911'/, t ... mtered UM! tbtrd fon Nllch""' 
captained b7 a.en Recttem 1111!011 cb.hr pal waa RtR&Je J...mrence, !bol e names rt,- a 
bell aa does lt' . lADlden, outer or the Third ~ Xn°"les, om ot the 'Ihlrd. Jobllng U 
porter, Lont.hml - pret tc t, •r~ spoke a dtr!ermt ktnd or [hgl l lf'I In tboae ear 11 daY• 
Ard atrons e to Srlf, be pl a.,ed a &OOd game or Ru:;c:ER. ft,e,y apparentlJ preterTed RQUtr 
at Netherto,. one or tht earli es t or CbB.rl ea Hm lltonf1 School yo.ma and not one ot 
the worst t ither, but a, I trltd to point out , tht st111 wa,, t ar dU ! erent Jn thole 
ttrl.1 day!, 'feel Porter oontr1but-«I a talt on sa:,,, Fri end Lttrart ea ... DOit bi' Qlarl. 11 
Haollton and a few b)' 1tm1tt iutea . flleae "8N ftlusble coll tctora t pieces and those 



t'om produced t or otr Inspec ti on were •'ibrough 'l'hlck mC1 ffl.Jn• •Rh al 1 end ctuan ..... 
• Bo)' Without a Name- " •Tm HIM'J and co. • ... •TOID Hen7 • I Conquest• .. 1 1'be Stlent. ThNe9 - •SCbool am SpOl"tlt - •Poot.bal l ~ lonall end •8Chool.bo7 Cut.awOTs. • 

Atter the ret're.ltlDlnt1 Ted Da'ft1' reSIIDGd bt s '81k on Cot:er ot the Yltlb lllblob 
wa., well rec ehed. 

l good n l&ht' s program:ie tor au Jt bad betrl l.qlroTJ H d at lhon notice . 

HARRY 8R08TOl • Secretary• 

Neetlns held on hYl':dPl e 9th hPS:Sber, 1961 
Ei ghteen memer, turned.~ oi 2'9 Hyt:11 Park Road tar ow- Septeclibtr aeetirc . cmd 

In bb oPt:nln& remarks, Cbatn.wl Oeottnry Wilde upressed pUUW't th at iti e l eTel ot atterdanc e, had kept ~ IO nu all Clrough di e holld.81 aontbs. We .,...... espectal l7 pl eased t o welcome O\r old coU eacu,e f'On1 Pot.u , ,mo now ,pendS a:>s\ or bta tllN ln 
UM London arto, SXI ~ •• Pote.a. 

Among th is month' s oorrespondenc e wa, a l etter from Han,' Broeter, or Iba t11dlmd ClUb tnt onalng us tbat oltl\oiudl Non:im CNgor, 11 still • tn dock ' be Is melting s l ow but ll.ead:r Pf"OINH t.owardl: NOOTel"7. Sany alao tell.I us that th e Sdea or I.be propoatd 
~ 01\;U.:T~ ~icn~~~:CS,:n: :::!°'.a::~: :°::e1!:: attend 
O\r Nonmt>er 11111et1ng, end an s:tnrtlaecimt WM &lto rec e l1'8d fl'oa the Vlctor la Palsce London, rqardln& the tortbcom lng 1 8'.wlter' plQ'. 

1be "adlnB ot •R l ftl.1 md Qulllt b:r ,r-a,a Rlabard1 • u 1twn t.hla mcmt.h ey anotbtr ot our 1ad1 CIGd>lrt, tlsl e Palmer. fli t It.or)' 11 now DOT1"8 iowenia an u:olttna Clltm , end Cl.sit did It Ml luotl co. 
Attar an lntc'Tal tar Nt'N~U "' Md a gem by OeM')' AlU1cr,, baaed <:11 th e word •Trlmbl .. . We eaob had t.o name: a actiolar , m.ter. school . char acter , book or oomto , author and o.s.a.c. umer b9gtmtng ,rl t.h , , , •R• and so oo, th e wtnnor be lng the one mo 113' the most NIDII 'flbtob no one else bed . It wu ll01 t lnt.ert 1ti._ , U')'ln& t o 

ptck out tbe l tHt-1""'«.nC:IN charecc.ers an:J Jack Wood wa, tbe wlMer wttb 14 pol.ht.a. ceo t trq Wilde "8.S nut wttb 1.) and Bill wuumaoo m Gerry blm.1tU -.ch had 12. Tbls toot u.s on t.O'fftl'ds 9 . ,0 , Jtlen t.he meeti ng t enDiinated. 
Nan metttng - Sawrctq. 7th ~tober. 

Another ha:>PY and 30117 meettnc at the hoaa ot •Nelaon Lee• Boll Bl.11ih.e on s~ . Sept . 17Ul. AJDongat t.be 31 entblstas c.s attendtnc we.a Mrs. Trnor Storoy 'llflo l a keen on Nelm11 Lee. An excellent progrune had been arranged and t wo Ter, cood It ems f rom Bill Ht.U>an:J, a •c . o.• qull ano a '4lk on School and spart 1n t tc t lon were great ty en.101ec1. Bob 81¥t,ll1 rll1dend a ftl'7 good Nilson Lee re3Cllng on bow SODI ot the chilraoters arrlnd at s t . f'r'er&t. lncldent&llY RoraGt R~1 hat these stor ies I n bls section ot club Ut>Nry t or loan. tn tbl Hm1IUonlan 1Ntlon , Roear J enktna stated that he has over 1,150 books and papers tor loan. Al.toaot.her a n 17 aood meet ing wi th th e ti me paastna all too qutc.kly. 
October neettna at Rme Bou,ie, Lordah l p Lone , &u t Dulwleb on 8\nd.aY, 151hNov . l lndlJ' lo< Len P- ia- It l nwncl ln& t.o bt pro,ent. nm.a ,rtth Tatel of tbanka to boats , the B1Ytbe1. It wu homeward bowx1 moe more wltb pl eaaant mmor lea. 

J!e Paa• 31 tor Heraqs t de Report • • • 1.NCLE BENJAl11N 



Sexton Blake Today 
Aut!ust and September Novels in Serton Blake Library , reviewed 

by Bill Lofts 

~: (481) Richard llilliems 
I looked forward to the first Serton Blake novel by 'Hank Janson • 

vith eager anticipation . fut somehow, this story falls well below 
bis best; ma.Ybe t hat is vey it was rewritten edit orially , and l"lb-
lisbed wider the pen-name of 'Richard llilliams '. The story is 
nsrrnted throueliout by •!arion Lang. 

ilben I read of the girl victim's body being washed ashore on the 
Kent coast, not far froc th e small fi3hing village of Pegg, I 
couldn ' t help wondering h011 Harry 'ibarton 8: Co would have solved this 
mystery fro:, nearby Greyfriars l 

Rating: Moderate. 

M1Jl!Dm BY l:OONLIGilT: ( 482) Desmond Reid 
llilfred llclleilly in hio second Blake yarn , has obviously based 

bi s story on topical nevs items : (a) Training of the highly int el li 
gent Dolphins; (b) The higbjacldng of the Portuguese liner by 
Captain Galvao, and (c) The activities of a well knovn egg-head 
l eader of a ban-the - bomb mov0010nt. 

After a most highly intereoting first chapter, where Ee the 
Dolphin is so le witness t o a murder, I found the story slipping fl"Cl!I 
ff1!! interest in parts . 

With a little more experience , author McNeilly promises to 
bec-Ollle a valuabl e mmber of the Blake team of writers. 

Rat ing: Good. 

llEA!l'II am lli:STil!ATIOII: (483) Warwick Jardine 
After an absence of over six years, this popular author returns 

t o th e fol d, vi th a first class story which will please many older 
readers . 

•Jardine ' has ccmbined his pet theme of the medical profossion, 
plus the atmosphere of ,zysterious happenin,,"'8 on the marshes in ll'Bsex, 
in a story which grips t he reader ' s interest all the W"lf throu&h. 

I 
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· I hope that Warwick J ardiDB will i:ane again sometime with another 

yarn , which has a real vint age fl avour, lik e thi s, 

Rati ng: Excell ent. 

TROUBLE IS MY NAME: (484) Rex Dolphin 
I ra te thi s as Dolphin ' s best to date , Readers who like Art hur 

(Splash) Kfrby will revel in this yam, which keeps th e reader guess
ing right up to the very las t chapt er. 

I tholJ8ht the introducti on of two small time cro oks , who were 
bro t hers , really unnecessary in chapte r 10 - the plot had enolJ8h 
charact ers as it was - without the padding of the only too familiar 
sosll ferret-faced man and hie big mute canpanion - stro ng as an ox 
type - mute and cal l ed ' The llumm3'. 

'Merrie England ' th e gir l companion t o 'Spl ash' I liked a l ot, 
and I hope t o hear more of her in fu ture s t ories from Dolphin' s pen . 

A Clll'ked improvement by this author on his pre vi ous stori es, and 
it deserve s a high rating. 

Rating: Very Good • 

.. 
********* * 

flll• ... tin& tor August. at tUll Wlndsor•a bolle, -.. he ld l at.er 1n tb e IIIOl'ltb tban 
UsUal, In order to recelTt a ,1stt tro:a our la t.t: oba11"118n, Dao Webater. 'nlere ,oa a 
1ood attendance , and a full progreme Included the uaual team oooteat , and a aeneral 
tnowl ed&e quiz. aubottted b1 Don. We were de lllhted to h&Te bi n wlt.b ua aga in, If onlY 
t or a few hours; It • as quite li ke old tl.u, and we 1tnc.ere1Y bope he wtll be able io 
rep eat the Tts tt &a aoon as pos,tb l e. 

The Septed>er 11Httn.g, at frank tnJ1n•1, we.a also a week l ater that the usual date , 
the Nason In tbla cue belng the arrh ·at of the lone-m,alt ed tap e rteoni Ing trom 
Aust.nlt a. and we wished to ban aa ~ present u poutbl e to :bear tt. 1'be meet tng 
opened with the chatrnm •• remaru. tollOMK! b7 the NCN:torJ'• report, and Frank tl\wln 
then obUgecl with a reading troa Ed&ar Allen Poe , quite an Wluaual choice• but one that 
want dOtlll nry well Indeed. Alt er dlKUaalon a on 1eneral ioptoa, end retrNllllents. came 
the recording, and Jt)at a treat tbt1 Ma - our Aual e trtenda have aiodt a 11>lendtd Job ot 
t.bte, and • • an l eft In no doUbt about 111ibat a crano lot ot folk tbQ' m,t be. w. bed a 
rew worda from eacb 9111111)er of dletr club, nen tro11: thoae who ware mable to be preNn t 
at their moetU>c, and I do not tlllnk I am 1UllQ' or lndlllClnl In utro.-t 1- • ,..en 
t ae:, tbat tt "88 a 1.mlque Md tmtoraetiat>l e espertenoe to beer U'.111 YOloea or tho8e tar
orr rrlendl - lnnltobU' encl una,.,lclal>IY • • are m>llk•IY to bofl lbe pleaa...., or _ .... 
Sn.a personau,1. !bar*: 1ou. Bttt. t Pau and eo •• - 1ou will be hMl"ln& trom ua au aaa tn 
ON l OIIII 

Tbe .. ,inc ended la c., bUt all c.oo ,oon , and " loot forward to tbl next aet;,. 
toc•tb .. , Ult• tlM ca h'elh IJ"OIRI. at the boM ot Jaok ttoraan. on Oct. 8th at 6 p.-. 

f'IWII( CASE 
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"BILLY BUNTER'S Olill" J96J: Oxenboath Press 

It ia difficult t o be very enthusiastic over th e la tes t ecl!tiQD 
of tho Billy funter Annual. It is a lightweight vol1111e, obviously 
produced for the l eas exacting of Chrl.atmaa shoppers. 

It contains six short stories by Frank Richards and one by O.en 
Conquest; the book is profusely ill us trated throughout by c. H. 
CbaJJDllD. It is probable that Digest resders will prefer the two 
stori es vhi ch feature, respoctively, Rookwood and Jack of All Trades , 
for it is pleasan t to 11eet old friends. ill are light-hearted , with 
Prank :aichards in br igh t and ha!JW mood. 

Tho short stories give an ai ring to very familiar stock situa
tions, and , so far as "Hano for th e Hol e" is concerned , 1 t is hardly 
credible that Lord Maulev ere r vould be sentenced , by his uncle, t o 
spend Christmas at school being coached by Mr. Quelch. 

St ill , as i n previ ous years , it is certain that this l ates t 
B. B.O. will give pleasure this Christmas t o mmt• YOUIIBBters, and 
adults vill find it all very readable, 

We vould suggest to the p,blieh ers that i t is a mistak e t o moke 
each B.B.O, look oo much lik e the edition that vent before . An 
uncle , seeing this year • s editi on in a shop , 11111)' vell think that he 
bought it last year or th e yoar before t ha t. Even the mere addition 
of the year of p,bli cation, dis~ed on the cover, would ehov it to 
be a nevly - p,bli shod vol ume. A st ory each fran Frank Richards, 
Martin Clifford, RalJi! Redvey, and Oven Conquest vould als o s trike a 
oot e of variety on the conte nts• P"66· 

* * * * • • * * • • * 
f(»l S.W,: OR UCJ!ANG&S: 

15 s .o.L; Bound Vol, Nel son Lee; Bound Vol. S.O .L; id Marvels; 
1 d. Boys Friends; 4d. Boys Friend; 4d. Sexton Blakes; 2d. llni on 
J acks ; 1d. Boys Heralds; 13 (canple t e "Nirvsna" series Union Jack) ; 
1#. Prairi e Lib. Als o: - Masterpi ece of Thrill.a Ihlly Bxpreas over 
700 p . ; livening Standard Book of Strange Stories over 1000 p.; 
World War II, in pictures, Odhams Press, 6 l ovely vol1DBs. 

J, LIINIWlD, 221 L&l!CH :mlm, HIG!ll'OVN, IWICIIES'l'lll. 6. 


